„- <
Right Hon. Andrew Bonar Law
equally balanced. Walter Long brought his dis tinguished lineage, his remarkable commonsense and his great administrative experience to th< lists. Austen Chamberlain was the son of ar illustrious father; had himself held high office and was continually giving evidence that his masterj of Parliamentary efficiency was strengthening anc deepening. No one thought of any other possible candidate, and the partisans of the two rival leader* became more and more active.
It was at this juncture in the career of Mr. Bonai Law that the present Lord Beaverbrook, then Sii Max Aitken, first gave evidence of the intuitive political " flair " which he possesses. With as mucl boldness, subtlety, and friendship as Lucien Bona parte showed on the 18th Brumaire, he realisec that a supreme opportunity lay in front of a thirc candidate whose intervention might avoid the dis ruptive consequences of a contested election at th< Carlton Club? Lord Beaverbrook is a vivid anc arresting personality, capable of great friendships not unwilling to sustain powerful antagonisms, anc possessing immense driving power. He persuadec Mr. Bonar Law to allow his name to be put forward Both the other candidates with great public spiri withdrew in favour of one whose claims—if oiil; anyone had thought of them—were not in them selves inconsiderable; and Mr. Bonar Law becam Leader of the Unionist Party in the House o Commons.
This is not the place to examine the history c that Leadership from 1911-1914. It was direc and courageous, if occasionally a little naive an< inexperienced. All the time the simplicity an